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President’s Message
A MORAL LESSON FROM GOURDS

Karen Niemeyer

As I was scrubbing spinner gourds in prepara-
tion for their use in the Society’s booth at the Indiana
State Fair for 17 days in August, I was struck by the
lessons they teach us. Although gourds get pretty dis-
tressed in appearance after the exterior starts molding
and peeling, with gentle care and repeated contact, the
gourd becomes attractive and useful. If treated rough-
ly, it may be damaged. Even when damaged, it may
still be useful, but it may be a mini bowl instead of a
spinner. Even if they do not function well as spinners,
they may be great for other purposes, such as necklac-
es and mobiles. Is that not like our human race? Once
I had a gourd shrivel as it dried, and it instead became
a granny apple face for a doll; instead of its intended
purpose, it served a different one. I don’t think I want
to carry this analogy further and try discussing seeds
and gourd guts!! It could be good sermon material, I
think.

We had a great crop of display gourds for the
Indiana State Fair and it is always wonderful to see the
variety on display. We owe a big THANKS to the
volunteers who set up and work the booth, thus in-
forming many others about the wonder of gourds. As
we polled members a few years ago, we discovered
that many discovered the Indiana Gourd Society
through the state fair display.

In July we concluded another Boone County 4
-H Fair and Open Show. This year there were 14
gourd entries. This is only the third year that gourds
have had their own class Gourd A rt in the open show.
When we gourders first started entering gourds, they
had to be entered as a Miscellaneous Hobby in the
Arts and Crafts Department. There were seven artists
in gourds this year instead of just one—good progress.

Back by popular demand are IGS caps and
visors. Caps are available in muted green or tan, and
visors in ivory or dark green. See the information box
in this issue.

IGS Membership Mtg
Oct 20, 2018, 11 a.m. ET

Fulton Co Museum
Rochester, IN

|

Best of Show Dragon, made by Denise Bechtold, at the
Indiana State Fair Home and Family Arts Building.

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED

Board Members
We need five volunteers to serve two-year terms as directors.
All 5 of our current directors’ terms end in December 2018.

Seeds Chair
We also need a chairperson for Seeds

Archives Chair
We also need a chairperson for Archives.

Please contact Karen at 765-436-7348 if you are interested in
helping fill these positions.

VOLUME 26 # 5

INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC. ©2018

THE TENDRIL




PATCH NEWS

Lakeshore Gourders (Sherry Benedict, contact)

The Lakeshore Gourders held their July meeting at Westville, IN. There were 12 members present, we
had a good time experimenting with marbleizing on gourds, a fun time was had by all. We had discussions on
the coming State Fair booth and the next IGS State show at Rochester, IN. Our next meeting will be held on
August 21, 2018 at 791 Dodge Trail, Westville, IN (White fence along road back to the white barn).. New
members are always welcome. Meetings start at 10:00 a.m. CT the third Tuesday of each month. Lunch is
shared by all and there is a different demo every month.

West Central Indiana Gourd Patch (Shirley Gates, contact)
The West Central Indiana Gourd Patch has been busy this summer. Our county fair added a separate
class for gourds this year. We were pleased that we had 22 entries. We have entries in the State fair also.
September 20th will be our next meeting date.

Central Indiana Patch (Diane Werblo, contact)

Core members Melanie Blakley, Michelle Fife, RoJene Gillentine, Danny Hall, Mary Johnson, Jean
Long, Mac McCrary, Sandra Townsend, and Diane Werblo entered the ISF as the Central Indiana Patch. In
addition, RoJene Gillentine and Ann Stankiewicz entered as individuals. All told, we brought home about 30
ribbons, including a Best of Show for Diane's "Brad Paisley" (AKA "The Inverted Porcupine"), see page 4.
Almost all of our active members volunteered at the ISF. There are MORE gourders all across Indiana who
haven't joined IGS yet. We encouraged them to participate in ISF and IGS and got contact info.

CIP is looking forward to finishing coiling and to making thunder drums and rainsticks. Our quilt
plans went on hold until fall. CIP meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m. ET at the Garfield
Park Arts Center in Indy. No meeting in December.

Sugar Creek and Thorn Tree Gourd Patches (Karen Niemeyer, contact)

Anyone who wants to work with these amazing dried grouds is welcome to the gourd patch sessions at
the Thorntown Public Library, 124 N. Market St., Thorntown. Crafting sessions are held from 2-4:00 p.m. ET
on the second and fourth Wednesdays and from 6-8 p.m. ET on the first and third Wednesdays each month.

In addition to working on special projects, participants are invited to work on their own gourd pieces while
sharing gourd conversations. In August, participants will either help clean spinner gourds for future fairs and
the state show or work on individual projects. On September 5 and 19 at 6:00 p.m. ET the plan is to work on
quilt squares and on September 12 and 26 to experiment with making rain sticks. On October 3 and 17 at 6:00
p-m. ET we shall be finishing our gourd lamps and working on individual projects while on October 10 and 24
at 2:00 p.m. ET we shall make the aromatherapy necklace as featured in the spring issue of the AGS gourd
magazine. November 7 and 21 will be a time to work on snowmen of various styles, while on November 14
and 24 the plan is to finish gourd lamps and snowmen. The December sessions will be a time to finish quilt
squares, finish other projects, and do-you-own-thing. At any session participants may DYOT. There is no
meeting planned for Dec. 26. It is all gourd fun! It was especially great fun to have seven artists and 14 ex-
hibits at the Boone County Fair Open Show in July and to have wins at the Indiana State Fair for several
patch members: Sandra and Tim Townsend, Sally Mohringer, Karen Niemeyer, Denise Bechtold, Earlene
Stanifer, Jim and Joyce Bennett, and Annette Knox.
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Indiana State Fair

Best of Show, Gourds

ISF Report (Diane Werblo)

I may have the title of Coordinator for
the ISF, but kudos to Pat Moore for doing the
lion's share of the work. Fran Bascom has
done an excellent job at the booth and has
been generous with her time and resources just
like Pat. Mac McCrary and new member Dan-
ny Hall were also valuable helpers. We had
several new ISF volunteers at the booth: Jean
Long, Jeff Curtiss, Michelle Fife, Dale Wing-
er, Kathy Stuart, Jim and Joyce Bennett, and
Marion Ellis. Our usual helpers were: Ardie
Bowles, Ida Kennedy, Mary Johnson, Shirley
Gates and grandaughter Erasina, Sandra and
Tim Townsend, and RoJene Gillentine. Sever-
al people, including a MIchigan-based mem-
ber, are planning to volunteer next year.

I'd like to encourage both patches and
individual members to participate int the Indi-
ana State Fair in 2019. Put a note on your cal-
endar to check https://
www.indianastatefair.com/state-fair/ next
March for the info or give me a call at 317-783
-1428. This year, an investment of $40 gave
you $52 in tickets. If you placed 1st-3rd, you
got a monetary award. Hey, growers! I'm
talking to you, too! Only 3 people competed
in the fresh and dried gourd categories. You
are leaving money on the table!

Diane Werblo, Best of Show: “Brad Paisley" (AKA "The
Inverted Porcupine")

PATCH CONTACTS
Central Indiana Indianapolis Diane Werblo
Gourd Crafters Ridgeville Lois Wright
Lakeshore Gourders ~ Plymouth Sherry Benedict
Linda’s Patch Greenfield Jim Ballard
Patch 4 West Lafayette Verona Clark
Story Gourd Patch Pendleton Inactive
Sugar Creek Thorntown Karen Niemeyer
Thorn Tree Thorntown Karen Niemeyer

West Central Indiana Avon

Carol Brown
Shirley Gates

317-783-1428
317-370-1418
574-936-4805
317-468-5717
765-242-1967

765-436-7518
765-436-7518
317-742-5184 or
317-306-6383
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Images from the 2018 Indiana State Fair, Gourd Competition
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Results from the 2018 Indiana State Fair, Gourd Competition

20 Undecorated Functional Wren House

1 Ann Stankiewicz
2 Tim Townsend

21 Macramé, Crocheting or Weaving

1 Mac McCrary
2 Joyce Bennett
3 RolJene Gillentine

22 Cutting, Carving or Drilling
1 Jim Bennett
2 Amy Spitzer
3 Rolene Gillentine
4 Michelle Fife

23 Wood Burning
1 Joyce Bennett
2 Melanie Blakley
3 RolJene Gillentine

24 Jewelry
1 Mary Johnson
2 Denise Bechtold
3 Ann Stankiewicz
4 Rolene Gillentine

25 Decoupage
1 Sally Mohringer
2 RolJene Gillentine

26 Bead Work Embellishments
1 Ann Stankiewicz
2 Rolene Gillentine
3 Joyce Bennett
4 Melanie Blakley

27 Holiday Theme
1 Annette Knox
2 Jean Long
3 RolJene Gillentine

28 Decorated Birdhouse
1 Joyce Bennett
2 Shirley Gates
3 Ann Stankiewicz
4 Rolene Gillentine
5 Danny Hall

29 Painted
1 Karen Niemeyer
2 Ann Stankiewicz
3 Sandra Townsend
4 Rolene Gillentine
5 Dale Winger

30 Colored Pencil, Pen, & Ink
1 Ann Stankiewicz
2 Karen Niemeyer
3 Diane Werblo
4 Rolene Gillentine

31 Multiple Techniques
1 RoJene Gillentine
2 Melanie Blakley
3 Annette Knox

32 Dyed or Stained
1 RolJene Gillentine
2 Ann Stankiewicz
3 Michelle Fife
4 Annette Knox

33 Basket with Handle or a Bowl, any technique
1 Michelle Fife
2 Ann Stankiewicz
3 Shirley Gates
4 Rolene Gillentine

34 Animal or Creature, realistic or fantasy
1 Earline Stanifer
2 Angela Splain
3 Jean Long
4 RolJene Gillentine
5 Dale Winger
6. Shirley Gates

36 My Way, any technique not listed above
1 Diane Werblo
2 Rolene Gillentine
3 Shirley Gates
4 Sandra Townsend
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ROAD TRIPS
2018—-courtesy of AGS

(www.americangourdsociety.org)
Sep 13-16: Silver State Art Festival, Carson City,

NV—NevadaGourdSociety.org
Sep 29-30: Georgia Gourd Show—
georgiagourdsociety.com

Oct 5-7: Ohio Gourd Show, Delaware Co

Fairgrounds, Delaware, OH—
www.ohiogourdsociety.com

Oct 13-14: California GourdFest, Uesugi Farms, San

Martin, CA—www.gourdfest.com

Oct 19-20: Alabama Gourd Show, Cullman Civic

Center, Cullman, AL—
www.alabamagourdsociety.org

Oct 27-28: Idaho Gourd Society Gourd Festival,
Boise, Idaho—www.idahogourdsociety.org

Nov 3-4: North Carolina Gourd Arts and Crafts
Festival, Holshouser Building, State

Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC—
www.ncgourdsociety.org

Nov 17-18: Virginia Gourd Show, Museum of the
Shenandoah Valey, Winchester, VA—

WWW.Vigs.org

TBA: Kentucky Gourd Society Fall Show, Spencer
Co Extension Office, Taylorsville, KY—

www.kygourdsociety.org

** IGS Events 2018 * *

IGS Membership Mtg
Oct 20,2018, 11 a.m. ET
Fulton Co Museum, Rochester, IN

** IGS Events 2019 * *

Indiana Gourd Society

State Gourd Show
May 3-4, 2019
Fulton County Historical Society
37E.375N
Rochester, IN 46975
[This is an IGS Sponsored Event]

Want to make a difference in
the Indiana Gourd Society?

VOLUNTEER!

Ways & Means now has
caps and visors for sale.

See details in the presi-
dent’s column. $12.00

The IGS was formed and exists
pursuant to the Indiana Not-for-
Profit corporation statute Sect. 501
(c) (5). The corporation has never
attained Sect. 501 (c¢) (3) status of
the Internal Revenue Code. There-
fore, gifts to IGS are not deductible
for income tax purposes.

Address Change: Fill out form and mail to indicated address below.

INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC. o NEW o RENEW |ID#
Membership Application DATE:

o 1lyear @ $15.00 o 3 year @ $40.00 Patch #
PLEASE PRINT  (Free gift with New or 3yr Membership)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE COUNTY

EMAIL
DO YOU WANT ELECTRONIC TENDRIL ? CIRCLE YES or
Make your CHECK payable to the INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC.
MAILTO: INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC., 691 W Veach Rd, Bloomingdale, IN
47832

Visit the IGS Web site at:

NO

www.indianagourdsociety.org

THE TENDRIL
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Indiana Gourd Society, Inc. - Gourd Seed Order Form - 2018
Go to: indianagourdsociety.org - open seed link, click on gourd names for pictures and descriptions.
To ensure accuracy, please fill out this form and send it with payment to the address below.

Qty Item Qty Item Qty Item
19: Bottle, CHINESE 37: Kettle, SMALL
01: Apple, SHORT " " "
(8-10" H) (6" W x-9" H)
02: Apple, TALL 20: Bottle Mix, BILOBAL 38: Bottle, INDONESIAN

03: Martin House, MEDIUM
(8-9” W)

21: Dipper, SHORT Handle
(12 - 18" long)

39:

Small Pear — (Orn.)

04: Martin House, LARGE
(6 seeds) (10 - 12”7 W)

22: Dipper, APACHE
(flat bottom) (12 - 18" long)

40:

Bottle, NIGERIAN - MINI
(limited quantity)

05: Kettle Mix (Taper Top)

23: Dipper, LONG Handle
(36 - 48" long)

41:

Basketball (6 seeds)

06: (Out of Stock)

24: Dipper, EXTRA LONG
Handle (30+” long)

42:

(Out of Stock)

(Out of Stock)

(3-4"H)

43: L G d 6 d
07: Birdhouse Mix (Hard Shell) 25: Luffa, LONG - (Orn.) ong Gourd (6 seeds)
(limited quantity)
08: Bushel (10 -12” H) 26: (Out of Stock) 44: Snake
09: Bushel, 100 Ibs. PLUS 27: Bottle, CHINESE MINI
45: Swan/Goose Gourd

10: (Out of Stock)

28: (Out of Stock)

46:

Warty, AFRICAN (8 - 9" H)
(Out of Stock)

11: Canteen (8" W x 4" H)

29: Bottle, SMALL (4 - 7" H)

47:

Penguin (limited quantity)

12: Canteen, Corsican
(10" W x 5" H)

30: Bottle Mix, MINI
(Taper Top) (3 —5”H)

48:

Luffa, BALL — (Orn.)

13: Tobacco Box (Taper Top)
(8" W x 6" H)

31: Round Gourd (Taper Top)
(4-5"H)

49:

(Out of Stock)

14: Canteen, Copper Canyon
(Pear Shape) (6"W x 8" H)

32: Banana

50:

Hardshell Warty (5 - 6” H)

15: Maranka

33: Spoon — (Orn.)

51:

Orange Gourd — (Orn.)
(3” - Round)

16: Cannon Ball

34: Spinner— (Orn.)

52:

Autumn Wings, MIX —(Orn.)

17: Bat Gourd (30 - 36" long)

35: Crown of Thorns — (Orn.)

53:

Tall Vase (14 - 16" H)

18: Bottle, Mexican Water

36: Nest Egg — (Orn.)

Seeds will NOT be shipped until the first week in February 2018

Note: Sizes and shapes listed are approximate
Each package contains 12 seeds unless noted.

All cost $3.00 / package. All seed batches are checked annually for

germination rates. SHIP TO:

Total Packages:

Price per pack:

X

$3.00

Plus Postage:

Name:

TOTAL ORDER:

Address:

1-4 packs = $3.00

City/State/Zip:

5-10 packs = $4.00

Postage/handling, including IGS members (through: May 31, 2018):
11-20 packs = $5.00
21 packs and up = $6.00

Phone: Please list alternate choices below in case any of the above are out of
stock.
E-mail:
Make check payable to "Indiana Gourd Society" or "IGS" and mail to Ida Kennedy, 5615 S. 425 W., LaPorte, IN 46350.
If you have questions, contact us at: seeds@indianagourdsociety.org Copyright © 2018, Indiana Gourd Society, Inc. 1GS/3/10/18
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THE TENDRIL
P.O. BOX 822
MARION, IN 46952

Like us on Facebhook!

B

Search “Indiana Gourd Society”

INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC.

The editors reserve the right to edit any
submissions for content and consistency. All
contents copyrighted, see below. For permission
to reprint excerpts, please contact Phil
Moorhead (see below for contact info).

The Tendril, published 6 times per year
Phil Moorhead, Editor

715 E. 48th Street

Marion, IN 46953

Phone: 765-674-8088

Email: editor@indianagourdsociety.org

Change of Addresses: Mail To:
Pat Moore - Membership Secretary

Indiana Gourd Society

691 W. Veach Road

Bloomingdale, IN 47832

Phone: 765-597-2049

Email: membership@indianagourdsociety.org

Adbvertising / Rates: Mail Checks to:

Phil Moorhead, Treasurer &

Tendril Publisher

715 E. 48th Street

Marion, IN 46953

Phone: 765-674-8088

Email: treasurer@indianagourdsociety.org

President, Indiana Gourd Society

Karen Niemeyer

1217 Wesley Ct

Thorntown, IN 46071

Phone: 765-436-7518

Email: president@indianagourdsociety.org

CHECK EXPIRATION DATE ABOVE YOUR
ADDRESS!
THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST ISSUE

Issue: Articles Due: All submissions welcome!

}{/‘[m//{; eb ?el(; ; ARTICLES MUST BE IN MS WORD OR RTF

ar/Apr e FORMAT.

May/Jun Apr 1 . .

Jul/Aug Jun 1 Send as an attachment to your email or mail your sub-

Sen/Oct Auso 1 missions to the above address. Please send us your

]\fp /Dc 0”§ 7 pictures, stories, tutorials, and anything else gourd-
ov/pDec C

related plus your suggestions for improving or inclu-
sion in The Tendril.

IGS Executive Board and Board of Directors

President: Karen Niemeyer, Thorntown (2017-2018) president@
1* Vice-president: Annette Knox, Jamestown (2017-2018) Istvp@
2™ Vice-president: Monta Taylor, Thorntown (2017-2018) 2ndvp@
Treasurer: Philip Moorhead, Marion (2017-2018) treasurer@
Secretary: Loretta Pressel, Walkerton (2018) secy@
Membership Secretary: Pat Moore, Bloomingdale (2017-2018) membership@
Director 1: Tom Benedict, Plymouth (2017-2018) directorTB@
Director 2: Philip Moorhead, Marion (2017-2018) directorPM@
Director 3: Helen Thomas, Tangier (2017-2018) directorHT@
Director 4: Ida Kennedy, LaPorte (2017-2018) directorlK@
Director 5: Bill Freihofer, Indianapolis (2017-2018) directorWF@

ON ALL EMAIL ADDRESSES ABOVE, PUT indianagourdsociety.org
AFTER THE @ SYMBOL
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