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President’s Message 
GOURDS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Karen Niemeyer 

 

 Are you making progress in completing your 

holiday gourds … Thanksgiving, Christmas, or just 

autumn and snowmen?  I found it interesting this year 

to paint a Sugar Skull (see page 7) in the tradition of 

the Day of the Dead that is celebrated in Mexico and 

elsewhere on November 1-2.  This holiday is in honor 

of deceased loved ones, but I thought it would be an 

intriguing Indiana Halloween decoration as well as an 

entry for the Indiana Gourd Society’s May state show 

that will have as its theme “Gourds in Black and 

White.”    

 How many weeds and thistles have we pulled 

in our lifetimes?  In spite of that, I just had to add 

Denise Bechtold’s turkey (see page 7) to my collec-

tion:  gourd on wreath with fall leaves,  pine cone 

beak, Indian corn, thistle/feather tail and weed beard.   

Happy Thanksgiving to one and all! 

 A  new challenge for any who will accept it: 

make a gourd that would be appropriate for a quilt 

show.  I am working on a crazy quilt-patterned gourd 

and several are working on squares to make gourd 

quilts.  What do you have or can you do to both pro-

mote gourds and the art of quilting? 

 Will you also make a Christmas ornament 

from one or more gourds?  Our Christmas tree at the 

state show has had few small ornaments in recent 

years.  Let’s change that and increase the number, 

even if you have to borrow one back that you gave as 

a gift in December 2018 or before.   Let’s celebrate 

our holidays with our favorite gourds.  

Nov / Dec 2018 Patch Schedules 
 

Lakeshore Gourders  
Meets third Tuesdays, 10 a.m. CST at the Salem 
Chapel United Methodist Church, 2802 E. State 

Rd. 4, LaPorte IN 46574 unless noted 

11-13-18:  Date change because of Thanksgiving. 
December, 2018:  NO MEETING 
  

West Central Indiana Gourd Patch  
11-15-18: at Hendricks Co Fairground in Danville, 1-4 p.m. 

EST, making angels 
 

Central Indiana Patch  
Meets fourth Tuesdays at Garfield Park Arts 

Center in Indy, 6:30-8:30 p.m. EST 
11-27-18: 
December, 2018: NO MEETING 
 

Sugar Creek Gourd Patch 
Meets first Wednesdays at Thorntown Public 

Library,  6-8 p.m. EST 

11-7-18: Start rain sticks and Christmas ornaments 
11-16-18: Ornaments due for Thorntown Heritage 

Museum competition 
12-5-18: Rain sticks and snowmen 

 
Thorn Tree Gourd Patch 

Meets third Wednesdays at Thorntown Public 
Library, 2-4 p.m. EST 

11-21-18: Rain sticks 
12-5-18: Snowmen and DYOT 
12-19-18: Complete projects and DYOT  
12-20-18: Museum competition ornaments returned to 

artists 
 

See page 7 for 2019 dates 

BOARD MEETING: Jan 12, 2019, 10-

4 p.m. EST, Thorntown library (snow 

date Jan 19) 
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PATCH NEWS 

Lakeshore Gourders (Sherry Benedict, contact) 
 

Lakeshore Gourders meet on Sept. 18,2018 at Blanches Barn, 791 Dodge Trail, Westville, IN. 46391. 

There were 10 members present. 

Our project of the month was Faux leather finishes presented by Loretta Pressel, everyone enjoyed the learning process. 

  

Next month, Oct 16th, 10:00 a.m. cst,  projects will be given by Lora Miller and Sherry Benedict on Gourd Rims. 

  

In November we will move our meeting place to: Salem Chapel United Methodist Church, 2802 E State Rd. 4, 

LaPorte,Indiana  46574. This is our winter meeting place. 

 

Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tues. of the month at 10:00 am. cst. 

We always have lunch,  someone brings the Entrée and everyone else brings sides or snacks. 

  

Schedule:   Nov. 13, 2018 at the Church, 10:00 a.m. cst.   Salem Chapel United Methodist Church, 2802 E. State rd. 4, 

LaPorte IN.46574 (because of Thanksgiving). 

                    Dec.  NO MEETING 

2019:  3rd tues. of the month. 

             Jan. 15th 2019, at the church, 10:00 a.m. cst 

            Feb. 19th, 2019    “ 

            March 19th, 2019  “ 

            April 16th, 2019 “ 

            May, 2019    NO MEETING,  IGS State Show 

  

Lakeshore Gourder’s 

Patch Leader:  Sherry Benedict  (contact person) 

stbenedict@embarqmail.com 

574-936-4805 

 

West Central Indiana Gourd Patch (Shirley Gates, contact) 
 

 Our patch resumed the 2018 year with a guest speaker who taught "Woodburning on Gourds."  Some members 

from the Thorntown Patches joined us.  Next meeting will be November 15, 2018 at the Hendricks Co fairground in 

Danville at 1-4pm EST.  We will be making angels. 

 

Central Indiana Patch (Diane Werblo, contact) 
 

 Guests Julie Tucker and her sister Karen Cleary joined us in late Aug. to finish coiling on bowls and to start 

thunder drums.  In September Melanie Blakley, Michelle Fife, Mary Johnson, Jean Long, Mac McCrary, Sandra and 

Tim Townsend, and Diane Werblo attached the goatskin and trim to their already decorated drums.  They took springs 

home for final assembly.  Watch for their names in competition at the State Show in May!  Members of Linda's Patch 

are planning to join us to make rain sticks in October.  We are about to create the perfect storm; we just might freak out 

some trick-or-treaters!  RoJene Gillentine and Diane did gourd shard necklaces at a charter school festival in Indy.  CIP 

meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m. EST at the Garfield Park Arts Center in Indy.  No meeting in 

December due to the "hollydaze." 
 

Sugar Creek and Thorn Tree Gourd Patches (Karen Niemeyer, contact) 
 

 Sugar Creek Gourd Patch will meet from 6-8 p.m. EST on Wednesday, October 3, in the library to work on 4-
inch gourd quilt block squares.  The Thorn Tree Gourd Patch will meet from 2-4:00 p.m. EST on Wednesday, Oct. 17.  
Both groups will now meet once a month instead of twice; visitors are welcome.  Crafters may work on individual pro-
jects or participate in the group project, but please call Karen at the library (436-7348) so that enough supplies will be on 
hand.  Rain sticks and snowmen are on the agenda for November and December:  first Wednesday. 6-8 p.m. EST, third 
Wednesday. 2-4 p.m. EST. 

mailto:stbenedict@embarqmail.com
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PATCH CONTACTS 
 
 Central Indiana Indianapolis Diane Werblo 317-783-1428 
 Gourd Crafters Ridgeville Lois Wright 317-370-1418 
 Lakeshore Gourders Plymouth Sherry Benedict 574-936-4805 
 Linda’s Patch Greenfield Jim Ballard 317-468-5717 
 Patch 4 West Lafayette Verona Clark 765-242-1967 
 Story Gourd Patch Pendleton Inactive 
 Sugar Creek Thorntown Karen Niemeyer 765-436-7518 
 Thorn Tree  Thorntown Karen Niemeyer 765-436-7518 
 West Central Indiana Avon Carol Brown 317-742-5184 or 
   Shirley Gates 317-306-6383 

TURN Festival 

On Saturday, 9-29-18. RoJene Gillentine and Diane Werblo represented IGS at the Paramount School of Ex-

cellence TURN Festival which supported urban farming and sustainable living.  The school has goats, chick-

ens, bees, and a greenhouse where they may try growing gourds.  The kids kept us very busy making shard 

necklaces for five hours!  The two of us couldn't manage also having spinners, but maybe next year! 

Inactive Patches 

Does anyone know about the patches which didn’t have a report on page 2?  

Are they still active?  Are they just leaving for a few months?  The full list is 

below.  We’d like to know the status of the missing patches!  Do you see a need 

for another patch?  We’d welcome a new group.   
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Address Change: Fill out form and mail to indicated address below. 

* * IGS Events 2019 * * 

Indiana Gourd Society 
State Gourd Show 

May 3-4, 2019 

Fulton County Historical Society 
37 E. 375 N 

Rochester, IN 46975 
[This is an IGS Sponsored Event] 

ROAD TRIPS 

2018—courtesy of AGS 
(www.americangourdsociety.org) 

 

Nov 3-4: North Carolina Gourd Arts and Crafts 

Festival, Holshouser Building, State 

Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC—

www.ncgourdsociety.org 

Nov 17-18: Virginia Gourd Show, Museum of the 

Shenandoah Valley, Winchester, VA—

www.vigs.org 

2019 

Feb 8-10: Arizona Gourd Society & Wuertz Farm 

Gourd Festival, Casa Grande, AZ 

www.wuertzfarm.com/gourd-festival.html 

Apr 6-7: Missouri Show Me Gourd Society Fine Art 

Festival, Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, Springfield, 

MO—www.showmegourdsociety.org 

May 18-19: Kentucky Gourd Society Fall Show, 

Spencer Co  Extension Office, Taylorsville, 

KY—www.kygourdsociety.org 

 

The IGS was formed and exists 

pursuant to the Indiana Not-for-

Profit corporation statute Sect. 501 

(c) (5).  The corporation has never 

attained Sect. 501 (c) (3) status of 

the Internal Revenue Code.  There-

fore, gifts to IGS are not deductible 

for income tax purposes.  

Ways & Means 
Caps and visors: $12.00 each  

Jim Story DVD: $20.00 each 

New Board of Directors/Officers 
2019/2020 

 
Board Members 

 Pat Moore 

 Phil Moorhead 

 Ron Pressel 

 Sandra Townsend 

 Diane Werblo 
 

Officers 

 President: Loretta Pressel 

 1st Vice-President: Tom Benedict 

 2nd Vice-President: [open] 

 Secretary: Karen Niemeyer 

 Treasurer: Phil Moorhead 

 Membership Sec’y: Pat Moore 

AGS Judges Class 
Become a certified AGS judge and help the Society.    

The class is one day long, there is a fee ($15).  We’re 

tentatively planning the class for Saturday March 16, 

2019, 9-6 p.m. EST at Thorntown Library.  More in-

formation in the next Tendril.  We also recommend 

current judges take this course as a refresher; many 

of the judging guidelines have changed.  If you are 

interested, please contact Phil Moorhead (see last 

page for info). 
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Want to make a difference in 

the Indiana Gourd Society?   

VOLUNTEER! 

Sugar Skull by Karen Niemeyer 

Central and Southern Mexico (and other areas) celebrate 

Day of the Dead on Nov 1 and 2 to honor their deceased 

loved ones.  Karen painted this to enter in the “Gourds in 

Black and White” - IGS State Gourd Show in May, 2019 

2019 Patch Schedules 
 

Lakeshore Gourders  
Meets third Tuesdays, 10 a.m. CST at the Salem Chapel United 

Methodist Church, 2802 E. State Rd. 4, LaPorte IN 46574 unless 
noted 

1-15-19: 
2-19-19: 
3-19-19: 
4-16-19: 
May, 2019    NO MEETING because of IGS State Show 

  
Sugar Creek Gourd Patch 

Meets first Wednesdays at Thorntown Public Library, first 
Wednesday, 6-8 p.m. EST 

1-2-19: Snowmen and snowflakes 
2-6-19: Complete projects and DYOT 
3-6-19: Complete projects and DYOT 

 
Thorn Tree Gourd Patch 

Meets third Wednesdays at Thorntown Public Library, first 
Wednesday, 2-4 p.m. EST 

1-16-19: Ready for new ideas! 
2-20-19: 
3-20-19: 

Turkey 

By Denise Bechtold  
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INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC. 

The editors reserve the right to edit any 
submissions for content and consistency. All 
contents copyrighted, see below. For permission 
to reprint excerpts, please contact  Phil 
Moorhead (see below for contact info). 
 
 

The Tendril, published 6 times per year 
Phil Moorhead, Editor 
715 E. 48th Street 
Marion, IN  46953 
Phone: 765-674-8088 
Email: editor@indianagourdsociety.org 
 
Change of Addresses:  Mail To: 
Pat Moore  -  Membership Secretary  
Indiana Gourd Society  
691 W. Veach Road 
Bloomingdale, IN 47832 
Phone:  765-597-2049 
Email: membership@indianagourdsociety.org 
 
Advertising / Rates: Mail Checks to: 
Phil Moorhead, Treasurer &  
Tendril Publisher 
715 E. 48th Street 
Marion, IN  46953 
Phone: 765-674-8088 
Email: treasurer@indianagourdsociety.org 

 

President, Indiana Gourd Society 
Karen Niemeyer 
1217 Wesley Ct 
Thorntown, IN  46071 
Phone: 765-436-7518 
Email: president@indianagourdsociety.org 

IGS Executive Board and Board of Directors 
 

President:  Karen Niemeyer, Thorntown (2017-2018) president@ 
1st Vice-president:  Annette Knox, Jamestown (2017-2018) 1stvp@ 
2nd Vice-president:  Monta Taylor, Thorntown (2017-2018) 2ndvp@ 
Treasurer:  Philip Moorhead, Marion (2017-2018) treasurer@ 
Secretary:  Loretta Pressel, Walkerton (2018) secy@ 
Membership Secretary:  Pat Moore, Bloomingdale (2017-2018) membership@ 
Director 1:  Tom Benedict, Plymouth (2017-2018) directorTB@ 
Director 2:  Philip Moorhead, Marion (2017-2018) directorPM@ 
Director 3:  Helen Thomas, Tangier (2017-2018) directorHT@ 
Director 4:  Ida Kennedy, LaPorte (2017-2018) directorIK@ 
Director 5:  Bill Freihofer, Indianapolis (2017-2018) directorWF@ 

 
ON ALL EMAIL ADDRESSES ABOVE, PUT  indianagourdsociety.org    
AFTER THE @ SYMBOL 

THE TENDRIL 

P.O. BOX 822 

MARION, IN  46952 

All submissions welcome! 

ARTICLES MUST BE IN MS WORD OR RTF 
FORMAT.  

Send as an attachment to your email or mail your sub-
missions to the above address. Please send us your 
pictures, stories, tutorials, and anything else gourd-
related plus your suggestions for improving or inclu-
sion in The Tendril.  

Issue: Articles Due: 
Jan/Feb Dec 1 
Mar/Apr Feb 1 
May/Jun Apr 1 
Jul/Aug Jun 1 
Sep/Oct Aug 1 
Nov/Dec Oct 1 

CHECK EXPIRATION DATE ABOVE YOUR 
ADDRESS! 

THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST ISSUE 


